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Studies for Academically Talented Students Program and Carolina Biological Supply Company Partner to Aid GLOBE Thailand Tsunami Research Project

Boulder, CO, June 22, 2005 – Studies for Academically Talented Students (StATS), a Branch Intermediate School District (BISD) Gifted and Talented Program of Coldwater, Michigan and Carolina Biological Supply Company of Burlington, North Carolina (www.carolina.com) have partnered to support GLOBE Thailand’s tsunami project entitled, “The Effects of a Tsunami on Marine Invertebrates, Water Quality, Ecology and Atmosphere By Means of GLOBE.” Ms. Sharon Ferriss, StATS instructor and Curriculum Coordinator and Gifted Specialist for the Quincy Community Schools (Member of Branch Intermediate School District), initiated the project shortly after the tsunami occurred on December 26th, 2004 in the Andaman Sea. Ms. Ferriss originally approached NASA/NSF’s GLOBE Program (Global Learning and Observations to Benefit the Environment) of Boulder, Colorado, with the desire to assist a GLOBE School affected by the tsunami. The GLOBE Program was delighted to link her support with a research project that our associates in Thailand had already begun establishing in the tsunami affected areas. Ms. Ferriss coordinated the funding of $1,000 through BISD’s StATS Program. While searching for a supplier to provide the equipment, Carolina Biological Supply Company graciously offered to match BISD’s generous donation through negotiating discounts with the LaMotte Company for water quality analysis kits and supplying logistical support for delivery of the scientific equipment.

GLOBE Trainers and professors Drs. Mullica and Krisanadej Jaroensutasinee of Walailak University, Nakhon Si Thammarat, Thailand developed the study with the support of Dr. Martha Conklin and Dr. Sarah May of University of California at Merced; and Dr. Pornpun Waitayangkoon, of the Thailand Institute for the Promotion of Teaching Science and Technology. GLOBE Thailand’s five-year study aims to examine the recovery of marine invertebrate species, changes in water quality, ecology and its 
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atmospheric environment. GLOBE program offers several protocols for monitoring these changes including a new Marine Invertebrate protocol, Hydrology, and Atmospheric 

protocols. Students from ten schools, eight from affected areas and two from unaffected areas, will integrate mathematics, science, and ecology into their study through the use of 

GLOBE protocols. Students will gain a better understanding of their environments, tsunami and marine invertebrate species. It is anticipated that students participating in this study will develop a greater awareness and concern for their environments and begin to adapt individual and collective behavior to reflect their new understandings. Ms. Ferriss explained that “We want to use additional StATS resources to increase environmental awareness and stewardship and felt GLOBE Thailand’s Tsunami Project was the perfect place for our donation to make such an impact.”

GLOBE is a hands-on, school-based science and education program that unites students, teachers, and scientists in study and research about the dynamics of the Earth's environment. Over a million GLOBE students in more than 14,000 schools located in over 100 countries are taking important environmental measurements. Their data are used in their own research activities and also by scientists around the world. The goals of the GLOBE Program are to increase scientific understanding of the Earth, improve student achievement in science and mathematics, and enhance the environmental awareness of individuals worldwide. For further information, contact Eric Stonebraker at 303.497.2646. 
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